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SOME MODERN USES OF GLASS. 

Conclusion. 

ABOVE 

it is a twist of chiffon and plaited glass. 
The bodice is in silver cloth, woven in with 
threads of glass* and glass epaulets glimmer 

above the. chiffon sleeves. The price of this ball 
dress is $500. The Infanta's is pure white, but the 

glass can be made in a variety of colors, and cah be so 
woven through the silk as to produce a shot effect. The. 
seams have to be glued together instead of being sewn. 

The silvery sheen produced by the fine threads of glass 
is remarkably pretty, especially under the rays of arti 

ficial light." 
And while on the subject of dress, we may mention 

' 
a most dangerous fashion that obtained a few years 
back, fortunately not to a very wide extent, and'only 
for a short time?namely, sprinkling the hair, dresses, 
and flowers, at balls, parties, and theatres with powdered 
glass. The inhalation of these minutfe particles of 

glass, one- of the deadliest forms of slow poison, and 

perfectly insoluble, sets up serious inflammation in the 

pulmonary organs, stomach, throat, and other, mem 

branes to which it adheres; and, moreover, these graihs 
injuriously affect the delicate structure of the eye. 

A church bell of green glass, fourteen inches/high 
and thirteen in diameter, was placed in the turret of the 

chapel at the Grange, Borrowdale, in October, 1859; 
and now we are told that glass is to be used as a.filling 
for teeth, especially the front ones,"where it will be less 

conspicuous than gold, and, in fact, indistinguishable 
from the tooth surface. 

From time to time, glass has furnished the material 
for scientific toys. At the old-time fairs, "Rupert's 
drops 

" 
formed a staple commodity, long pearT shaped 

drops, on breaking off the tiniest morsel of the. surface 
of which the whole mass shattered itself into a thousand 
atoms. Charles II. was so delighted with them that he 

brought them, to the notice of the Royal Society, who 
formed a committee to inquire into their nature. They 
also provided Hudibras with a simile: 

Honor is like that glassy bubble 
That finds philosophers such trouble; 
Whose least part cracked, the whole doth fly, 
And wits are cracked to find out why. 

Hooke, in his Mierographia^ tells of candle-bombs, 
small glasses hermetically sealed and containing a drop 
of water, which, when placed on hot coals, burst with a 

loud report. Another curious article was the 
" 

Bologna 

phial," a hollow cup of annealed glass, capable, as are 

also the Rupert's drops before mentioned, of resisting 
hard strokes from without, but which shivers to pieces 

on certain light minute bodies being dropped into it. - 

In some glass-houses the workmen show glass which 
has been cooled in the open air, on which they let fall 
leaden bullets without breakiug it. They then-desire 

you to drop a few grains of sand upon the glass, which 
break it into a thousand pieces. The lead does not 
scratch the surface, but the sharp and angular sand 
does sufficiently to produce the surprising result. 

One of the most curious inventions of this inventive . 

age is platinized glass; A piece of glass is coated, with 
an exceedingly thin layer of a liquid charged with plat 
inunij and is then raised to a red heat. The platinum 
. becomes united to the glass in such a way as to form a 

very odd kind of mirror. The glass has not lost its 

transparency, yet if one places it against a wall and 
looks at it, he sees his image as in an ordinary looking 
glass. But when light is allowed to pass through froin 
the other side, as in a window-pane, it appears perfectly 
transparent like ordinary glass. By constructing "a. 

window of this material, one could stand close behind 
the panes, in ah uniHuminated room j and see clearly 
everything going oh-outside, while passers by lookmg 
at the window would behold only a fine mirror, or set 
of mirrors, in which their own figures would be re fleeted 
and the person inside remain invisible. 

In France various tricks have been played. In one, 
a person, seeing what appears to be an ordinary mirror. 

Enameled Crystal Flagon of 

Early Italian Make. 
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approaches to look at himself. A sudden change in the 
mechanism sends light through the glass from the back, 
whereupon it instantly becomes transparent, and the 
startled spectator finds himself confronted by some gro 
tesque figure which has been hidden behind the magic 
glass. What wonders might not a magician of the dark 
ages have wrought with a piece of platinized glass? 

PORCELAIN POTTERY AND GLASS NOTES. 

PORCELAIN 

toilet articles are often mounted in sil 
ver. 

QUITE a new pattern of claret jug, beautifully en 

graved with choice flowers, is among tht; recent 
additions to trade novelties. 

POTTERS 
might do worse than turn their attention 

to the many bamboo tea and other stands when 

in want of novelties in smaller goods for useful 

purposes. 

THE 
potter's wheel 

was known to 

the Greeks of 
the fourth century 
before Christ. The 
vases were first turn 

ed, then glazed and 
burned, then painted 
and burned again to 
fix the colors. 

THE 

art of etching 
from glass was 

discovered by a 

Nuremberg glass cut 

ter. By accident a few 

drops of aqua fortis 
fell upon his spec 
tacles. He noticed 

that they became cor 

roded and softened 
where the acid had 
touched. That was 

hint enough. He drew 

figure upon glass with 
varnish, applied cor 

roding fluid, then cut 

away the glass round 

the drawing. When 
the varnish was re 

moved the fiVures ap 

peared raised upon a dark ground. 

A 

DESIGNER in moulded glass has hit upon a new 

shell-shape fruit dish. There is no handle, but as 

the dish is made with a little overlap near the 

point, this admirably supplies the apparent deficiency. 

AMONG 

the recent importations in Parian are fig 
ures of firemen, toreadors, sailors and others fitted 
with miniature implements evidencing their call 

ing. The idea is an excellent although not quite 
original one. 

THE 

Dr. Grace boom has been productive of a plate, 
printed all over with that venerable cricketer's 
achievements. The permanency of anything pro 

duced in pottery is well known, and no doubt the plate 
will have a large sale. 

AMONG 

recent new designs is a liqueur set?one 
decanter and six tumblers?in threaded glass, in 

taglioed and cut. The pattern is a striking com 
bination of triangles and flowers ; chrysanthemums 
treated conventionally. The design is evidently of 

Eastern origin. 

AMONG 

the seasonable productions are several new 

jugs and beakers in glass. Some of these are 

copies of silver-mounted jugs made some four to 
five hundred years 
ago. There is a vast 

field for potters 
stored away on the 
shelves of our muse 

ums, if only designers 
would find time to 
turn their attention 
in this direction. 

AMONG 

the sea 
sonable novel 

ties is the 
" 

Marlborough 
" 

per 
fume burner. A 

beautifully cut glass 
body, rather globular 
in shape, is sur 

mounted by a 
perfo 

rated silver thimble. 
Inside is the usual 
censer, and a loose 

cover is attached to 
a silver chain when 

the burner is out of 
use. A neater or 

more useful adjunct 
to a lady's boudoir 
could not well be 
found. -s. * 

TERAMI 

ware is the name of the new ware for dec 
orative purposes. 

' * The rayed borders, delicately 
tinted, are delightful for paintings." The flower 

vases are specially made to receive small flower groups 
in the French style. The shapes are graceful and the 

prices low. 

A Group of Japanese Bronzes. 
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